Introduction
Moth flies (Diptera: Psychodidae) are a species-rich group of small and usually hairy gnats distributed in all biogeographical regions. Although normally considered aquatic or semiaquatic in their larval stage, the family exhibits a large and still poorly explored ecological diversity. Around 3000 species are described worldwide, but this is clearly an underestimate as many areas of the world remain poorly sampled for psychodids (Curler & Moulton 2012) . Wagner & Ibañez-Bernal (2009) suggest that there may be as many as 20 000 species of Psychodidae in the world.
The family is divided into six subfamilies, of which Psychodinae contains the highest number of species and exploits the broadest range of ecological niches (Wagner et al. 2008) . Many of these flies are decomposers in fresh water; where they can be locally important in nutrient recycling (Duckhouse 1998). The group, however, comprises a wide range of larval feeding ecologies, which, apart from the Holarctic fauna, remain poorly studied (Vaillant 1971 , Duckhouse 1998 .
Despite several recent phylogenetic studies (Curler & Moulton 2012; Espindola et al. 2012) , the systematics of Psychodidae remain poorly understood. As a result, different authors continue to follow widely different generic and tribal concepts (see e.g. Vaillant 1971 Vaillant , 1990 Duckhouse 1987; Ježek & van Harten 2005) . Few of these tribes have been adequately defined based on phylogenetic criteria. Although some efforts have been made, these are only partial and leave many species and genera unplaced (Ježek 1983; Duckhouse 1985 Duckhouse , 1987 Quate & Brown 2004) .
